2020-21 Opening Plan for Nunavut Schools: Health and Safety
Frequently Asked Questions
Planning for 2020-21 School Year
Are schools opening as scheduled?
Unless otherwise directed by the Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO), all schools will open, as
scheduled, for the 2020-21 school year.
What is the plan for opening schools in Nunavut?
The Department of Education has developed its 2020-21 Opening Plan for Nunavut Schools:
Health and Safety in collaboration with the CPHO and Nunavut education partners. This plan
identifies four stages that will direct school operations depending on the impacts of COVID-19 in
each community. The four stages are:
•

Stage 1: No COVID-19 in the Community or in other Communities in the Region
(GREEN)
o There is no COVID-19 or contact tracing in the community or region.
o All schools will be open full-time to all students, five days per week.
o All instruction will take place at school.

•

Stage 2: Escalated Risk of COVID-19 Transmission in the Region (YELLOW)
o There is no COVID-19 in the region but contact tracing identifies potential contact
between community members and a COVID-19 case in another community.
o Elementary schools will be open full-time, five days per week. Middle and high
schools will be open part-time, two to three days per week on staggered
schedules, with some remote learning.

•

Stage 3: Isolated/Recovery from COVID-19 in the Community (ORANGE)
o A community is recovering from one or more COVID-19 cases.
o All schools will be open part-time: elementary schools, three days per week;
middle and high schools two days per week on staggered schedules, with some
remote learning.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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•

Stage 4: Community Transmission of COVID-19 (RED)
o There is COVID-19 in a community.
o All schools will be closed.
o All instruction will be conducted remotely.

NOTE: A community that has been exposed to a case of COVID-19 will eventually return to
Stage 1. The transition between stages will be at the discretion of the CPHO.

What will be different in the 2020-21 school year?
As of July 24, 2020, there are no cases of COVID-19 in Nunavut communities. All communities
in Nunavut are at Stage 1: No COVID-19 in the Community or in other Communities in the
Region. Parents should be prepared for schools to open with the following conditions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhanced cleaning.
Where possible, physical contact should be avoided.
Limited group activities including sports, assemblies, physical education classes, etc.
Bus schedules as usual.
Students allowed to eat in common areas but not sharing food or beverages.
In-class learning five days per week for all students.

The Department of Education will be working closely with the CPHO throughout the school year
to ensure safety requirements are applied appropriately in all schools. Direct support to District
Education Authorities (DEAs), the Commission scolaire francophone du Nunavut (CSFN), and
school leaders will be provided.

Will the plan be the same for all schools in Nunavut?
No. Each school is expected to meet the requirements for each stage of planning, depending on
the impact of COVID-19 in the community. However, school size, capacity, and enrolment
numbers may impact the way a school meets these requirements. For example, larger schools
with smaller enrolment numbers may not require staggered schedules to facilitate physical
distancing. Decisions around class size and spacing will be at the discretion of the CPHO.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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When will I know specific details about my child’s school?
In consultation with the CPHO, and based on current information and recommendations, all
schools will open to students and staff as scheduled. For information on when your school
opens, see the 2020-21 school calendar.
Over the summer, the CPHO will continue to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic. Adjustments and
updates to health and safety plans and guidelines will be made as needed, upon the
recommendation of the CPHO. Schools and DEAs/CSFN will notify parents if the school moves
into another stage, and what the subsequent impacts will be on their children’s learning. The
status of what stage a community is in will be updated on the Department of Education website.

Impacts of COVID-19 in a Community
What happens if there is a case of COVID-19 in my community?
If there is a case of COVID-19 in the community, the CPHO will identify the appropriate stage
for the community.
If a community moves to Stage 4: Community Transmission of COVID-19, parents should be
prepared for:
•
•
•
•
•

All schools in the community closing to students and staff.
Instruction being conducted remotely.
School staff regularly communicating with students.
Contact tracing and related data collection (i.e., figuring out who was in contact with the
individual) will be done before schools reopen under a different stage.
Schools reopening once the community moves from Stage 4 to Stage 3
(Isolated/Recovery from COVID-19 in the Community) at the discretion of the CPHO.

What if there is a case in the region, but not in my community?
There are several factors that determine the stage a community is in, including geographic
factors and common inter-community travel routes. The decision of which stage a community is
in will be made by the CPHO, and announced publicly.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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When will I know if my community’s stage has changed?
Changes in stages will be communicated directly to parents by the schools and the DEA/CSFN
in the affected community. The Department of Education website will also be updated with the
stages for each community.
Public service announcements will be made by the CPHO.

Health and Safety Restrictions
Why are health and safety restrictions different in schools than everywhere else?
It is critical to balance the risk of direct infection and transmission of COVID-19 in children with
the harms of school closure on their physical and mental health.
Current evidence suggests that children may be less susceptible to COVID-19 infection and
may be less likely to transmit the virus to others.
Schools are a controlled environment due to established cleaning protocols, set schedules for
students and staff, and scheduled break periods. Any potential spread of the virus can be
managed more easily. This includes a simpler process for contact tracing if a case of COVID-19
is identified.

Who was involved in the development of the health and safety plans for school opening?
The Department of Education worked closely with the CPHO to develop the health and safety
plan for school opening. DEAS, the CSFN, and the Nunavut Teachers’ Association were also
consulted in the development of the plan.
The health and safety aspects of the plan are based on the knowledge and experience of the
CPHO, as well as current public health information and research from within and outside of
Canada.

How will cleaning be enhanced in schools?
All schools will receive enhanced cleaning guidelines for custodians, and all school custodians
will be provided support on the implementation of these guidelines.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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What if my child has underlying health conditions?
If a family has concerns about the health of their child because of underlying health conditions,
they should contact their health care provider.

If I am worried about COVID-19, do I have to send my child to school?
Yes. The Department of Education has developed these school opening plans to support the
safety of all students and staff. Students must attend school in accordance with the stages set
out in the opening plan.
Parents will be notified of any changes in attendance requirements. If a community is in
Stage 1, all students will be expected to attend school full time.

What if I want to home school my child?
Home schooling is different from learning at home. If schools are closed, learning will be
facilitated by school staff, and families are expected to support students as much as possible in
an at-home learning environment.
Home schooling is a separate program that allows parents or guardians to provide a full,
authorized school program to a child at home. In order to be home schooled, a student must be
registered in a home schooling program, and the parent/guardian providing the home schooling
must do so under the supervision of the DEA.
A child cannot be home schooled unless they are registered in a home schooling program.

Instruction
What will instruction look like in the different stages?
The way in which instruction is delivered will depend on the stage that the community is in:
•

Stage 1: No COVID-19 in the Community or in other Communities in the Region
(GREEN)
o In-class learning will take place five days per week for K-12 students.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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•

Stage 2: Escalated Risk of COVID-19 Transmission in the Region (YELLOW)
o In-class learning will take place five days per week for elementary students.
o In-class learning will take place two to three days per week for middle and high
school students.
o For middle and high school students, parents can expect:
 Learning packages for middle and high school to supplement in-school
instruction.
 Use of supplemental learning tools for middle and high school students.
 Enhanced land-based instruction (optional third day of land-based
instruction for middle and high school students).

•

Stage 3: Isolated/Recovery from COVID-19 in the Community (ORANGE)
o In-class learning will take place three days per week for elementary students.
o In-class learning will take place two days per week for middle and high school
students.
o For K-12 students, parents can expect:
 Learning packages for K-12 students to supplement in-school instruction.
 Use of supplemental learning tools for middle and high school.
 Enhanced land-based instruction (optional third day of land-based
instruction for middle and high school).

•

Stage 4: Community Transmission of COVID-19 (RED)
o No in-class learning will take place.
o K-12 students will receive remote instruction.
o For K-12 students, parents can expect:
 Learning packages for K-12 to reinforce previous in-school instruction.
 Use of supplemental learning tools for check-ins and to support students.
 No land-based instruction.

What learning and wellness supports will be available for students?
Regular programming will continue for all students. School teams will be expected to meet,
including remotely if necessary, throughout the school year to ensure:
•
•

Instruction and support for students on Individual Student Support Plans (ISSPs) are in
place and are effective.
Referrals continue for interagency services such as mental health and education
support services.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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If my child’s school closes, how often can we expect to hear from school staff?
School staff are expected to make every possible effort to provide minimum weekly contact to
every student to supplement instruction in all stages.

Physical Distancing and Masks
How will schools accommodate physical distancing requirements?
Physical distancing requirements will depend on the stage that a community is in. Guidelines for
each stage identify what the approximate percentage of students in the school will be. When
there is a heightened risk of COVID-19, schools will stagger schedules and adjust the number of
students in school to allow for physical distancing, at the direction of the CPHO.
For younger children, maintaining physical distance is less practical. However, adjusting the
percentage of students in school will help support limited contact between students, as needed.

How will the risk of COVID-19 transmission be reduced?
Schools will organize students by cohort. A cohort is a group of students who remain together.
Schools will limit the mixing of students so that if a child or school staff develops an infection,
the number of exposures would be reduced.
Contact tracing is more feasible when groups (cohorts) are maintained. It is recommended,
where possible, that students are grouped by class.

Will my child be expected to wear a mask at school? Will school staff be wearing masks?
In general, the use of masks is not recommended for children.
At the discretion of the CPHO, there may be some instances where students are required to
wear masks (non-medical masks only). In most cases, students under the age of 13 will not be
expected to wear masks. Students over the age of 13 may be required to wear masks on the
bus. If students are asked to wear masks for specific situations, parents will be notified, and
masks will be provided.

For the latest COVID-19 information and GN Departments updates in all languages:
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Some school staff may wear masks in certain situations; for example, if they are unable to
physically distance when required by the CPHO, or if they are performing custodial duties.
Any students or staff who chose to wear non-medical masks will not be discouraged from doing
so.

What will buses look like?
If a community is in Stage 1, bus schedules will continue as usual.
If a community is in Stage 2 or 3, bus schedules may be staggered to reduce the number of
students on the bus. Seating will be adjusted as required to support physical distancing.
If a community is in Stage 4, schools will be closed to students and staff, and busses will not be
running.

Can I enter my child’s school?
Parents and guardians should not enter the school when picking up or dropping off students and
must adhere to current public health orders.
If parents need to enter the school for any other reason, they should make arrangements in
advance. Unscheduled drop-ins are strongly discouraged.

Will assemblies be happening as usual?
The CPHO strongly recommends that assemblies be avoided. Other group gatherings in gyms,
where possible, will be restricted to classroom cohorts.

Will school sports and other extracurricular activities be happening as usual?
During school hours, gym activities will continue with a focus on avoiding physical contact.
School activities taking place outside of school hours must adhere to current public health
orders and will be at the discretion of DEA/CSFN.
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What if my child is sick?
If your child is sick, they should stay home from school until they are feeling better. If you or
your child are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, you should call the COVID-19 hotline at 1888-975-8601.

The information in this document only applies to schools. If there is an inconsistency or
contradiction between this document and the CPHO’s statements and orders, the CPHO’s
statements and orders always take precedence.
2020-21 School Opening Plan for Nunavut Schools can be found at:
https://gov.nu.ca/education/information/2020-21-opening-plan-nunavut-schools
Guidelines can be found at: https://www.gov.nu.ca/health/information/nunavuts-path
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